
2018 CP of NYS Staff
Recognition Award Winners

Kara Brozowski
Children's Services

Jim Farrell

 

Residential Services

Kim Thomas
Adult Services

Ty Yates
Administrative Services

Kara has been employed at the Center since 1996 as a
Certified Teaching Assistant at the Langan School in Albany
where she has encouraged each of her students to reach their
highest potential. With over 20 years of experience, she has
the knowledge to work in any classroom.  Her specialized
skills and calm demeanor supports and encourages growth.
 Her excellence has made her a natural mentor for many new
staff. Kara deserves this award because she has an incredible
work ethic, is extremely dedicated and uses her knowledge
and judgment to help all students get better at life.

Jim began working as a Resident Counselor at Dixon Road in
2003 when the home opened. He has exemplified all of the

Center’s values through his dedication and strong work ethic.
 Jim has a true passion for his job and is a wonderful resource
for new staff. His enthusiastic attitude, flexibility and relaxed

approach create a positive, comfortable home environment.
 All of the people at Dixon Road hold him in high regard and

ask to spend time with him when they know he’s scheduled to
work. Jim deserves this recognition for his undeniable

dedication to his work and to the people who live and work
at Dixon Road and their families.

Kim began working for the Center in May of 1999 in Adult
Services. She is looked to as a role model for what it means to
be a direct support professional. Kim consistently puts the
needs and interests of the people she supports first. She always
takes the time to get to know each person, develop a
relationship and find out what’s important to them.  Kim
coordinates and participates in community activities for
everyone in the program as well as supporting the many on-site
activities. Whenever a challenge comes along Kim will always
find a way to make it happen and has made a name for herself
as the “go-to person” around the Smith Center. 

Ty began her career here at the Center as a Human Resources
student intern in 2002 before becoming a full-time direct

support professional at our Woodside Drive home. When a
position became available to join the Human Resource Team

managing the front desk, Ty enthusiastically applied. Her
commitment, loyalty, and dedication to the Center are

unparalleled and she is a pleasure to work with. She is the
first point of contact for people and she seamlessly handles
all situations and conversations in a calm and professional

manner. Her excellence and teamwork makes her an
invaluable member of the Center.


