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#bFair2DirectCare on NYS Budget Amendments: Gov. 
Cuomo Again Invisible on Plight of New Yorkers with 

Developmental Disabilities 

 “Gov Would Rather Talk About Gondolas than Living Wages for 

Direct Care Workers” 
ALBANY, NY – The #bFair2DirectCare campaign issued the following statement today after 

Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 30-day budget amendment decision to yet again exclude funding for 

a living wage for direct care workers who serve 130,000 New Yorkers with developmental 

disabilities: 

“On behalf of the half-million New Yorkers invested in our fight for a living wage for direct care 

workers, we want to express our gratitude for the tremendous support we’ve received from 

members of the Senate and Assembly. Democrats and Republicans from every corner of the state 

see the importance of fair and just pay for the `living angels’ who care for people with 

developmental disabilities. We appreciate your vigor and your commitment and we need your 

help now more than ever. 

“Governor Cuomo, who prides himself a man of action, is utterly invisible when it 

comes to New Yorkers with developmental disabilities and the people who support 

them. It’s clear he would rather talk about gondolas than living wages for the mostly 

minority and female workers who help these incredible New Yorkers live a fuller life 

as part of the community.” 
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BACKROUND: 

The #bFair2DirectCare campaign, consisting of statewide and local associations that represent 

non-profit providers, direct care workers, and self-advocates and their families, is asking Albany 

to invest $45 million a year for the next six years to fund a living wage for direct care workers, 

who are mostly women and people of color. The sum equals 0.029 percent of the $156 billion 

state budget. 

If the funding is not provided, many non-profit providers may be forced to close their doors, 

pushing the people in their care back into the state system – costing taxpayers hundreds of 

millions of dollars more. 

A majority of the majorities in the Legislature support the funding request. Gov. Cuomo has 

been silent. 

Look here for more, including videos, testimonials, news stories, video and background. 

 # # # 

About #bFair2DirectCare 

#bFair2DirectCare is the voice of 130,000 New Yorkers with developmental disabilities, who 

often cannot speak for themselves. #bFair2DirectCare is also the call to action to remind state 

leaders that direct care not-for-profit agency workers are agents of the state who need a fair rate 

of pay which is commensurate with their vital support responsibilities.   

 

#bFair2DirectCare members include 

Alliance of Long Island Agencies (ALIA) 

Cerebral Palsy Associations of New York State (CP of NYS) 

The Developmental Disability Alliance of Western New York (DDAWNY) 

Direct Support Professional Alliance of New York State (DSPANYS)  

The InterAgency Council of Developmental Disabilities Agencies (IAC) 

The NYS Association of Community Residential Agencies (NYSACRA) 

NYSARC Inc. 

New York State Rehabilitation Association (NYSRA) 

Self-Advocacy Association of New York State (SANYS) 

  

Facebook:        www.facebook.com/BFair2DirectCare  

Twitter:           @Fair2DirectCare 

Hashtag:          #bFair2DirectCare 
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